FAI WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP

for Aerobatic model aircraft. FAI class F3A.
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Henley Aeromodelers Flying Field, Henley-on-Klip

Gauteng, South Africa

15 to 25 August 2013

BULLETIN EI (Expression of Interest)
This bulletin is not official. Bulletin 0 will be presented to the CIAM Bureau

 in December 2012, and when approved, will become Bulletin 1.
25 June 2012
www.f3a2013.co.za
Dear F3A enthusiasts
The organisation of the 2013 FAI/F3A World Championship is now starting in earnest. You will know by now that a venue change has been made, and approved by the CIAM Bureau. This change was necessary to make the event more affordable to participants and organisers. The previous venue, Zebula, remains a most attractive wildlife tourist attraction. The new venue is a dedicated model aircraft flying site, which is constantly undergoing significant change and improvement, creating a first-class world aeromodelling facility, which will be ideal to help ensure a most enjoyable and successful event.

The Sporting Code states that an RC Aerobatic championship (Class F3A) with entries fewer than 72, may be conducted with only two panels of five judges each. Obviously, we are endeavouring to have the greatest possible number of participating nations and individuals. Traditional South African hospitality, our current economic climate, and unique tourist attractions, will make this venture very attractive to all who wish to visit our beautiful country.
This Bulletin EI (Expression of Interest) is issued well in advance of the normally-accepted procedure, exactly because we need to determine the best course of action. In our presentation to the CIAM Bureau in December, we need to present various items for the Bureau’s consideration: estimated costs, number and names of judges and jury members, accommodation options, etc. To enable us to do this, we need to have a fair idea of how many nations and individuals are interested in attending. We realise that this is only an indication, and an expression of interest, and that various factors may influence decisions taken by competitors and teams closer to the entry deadline.
Please read the attached, consult the RC Aerobatics special interest group in your country, individuals, previous team members, etc. to gauge the interest. Then please fill in and return the Expression of Interest questionnaire to the address supplied, before 1st August 2012.
Blue skies!
John Brink

Event Director

ORGANISERS

The championship is organised by the Model Aerobatic Association of South Africa (MAASA), under the auspices of the South African Model Aircraft Association (SAMAA), and the Aero Club of South Africa.
DATES

15 to 25 August 2013. For CIAM cost approval purposes, the championship runs for nine days, starting with accommodation on the first night of 16th August, and ending with the last night on 24th August 2013. 
PRELIMINARY SCHEDULE

Thursday
15th August
Early arrival & registration. Unofficial practice at site if available
1.
Friday
16th August
Arrival, registration, processing. Arrival of judges, jury, officials
2.
Saturday
17th August
Official practice. Opening ceremony
3.
Sunday
18th August
Preliminary rounds - Day 1
4.
Monday
19th  August
Preliminary rounds - Day 2
5.
Tuesday
20th August
Preliminary rounds - Day 3
6.
Wednesday
21st August
Preliminary rounds - Day 4
7.
Thursday
22nd August
Rest day. Rain day. Tours
8.
Friday
23rd August
Semi-final rounds
9.
Saturday
24th August
Final rounds. Prizegiving. Closing ceremony. Banquet

Sunday
25th August
Departure

  (Alternative Dates
22nd August -1st September 2013)
LOCATION

The 28th FAI World Championship for Class F3A Aerobatic model aircraft will be conducted on the Henley Aeromodelers Flying Field, 6km south of the village of Henley-on-Klip, in the province of Gauteng (GPS coordinates S26 34 41  E28 04 21). The field elevation is 1485m (4872 feet) above sea level.
The flying site is a dedicated model aircraft facility, privately-owned, with two independent runways and flight lines that are able to function simultaneously, with the same horizon, wind, and sun conditions. Pilot stations are separated by 377m, and both sites look due south, and all-day flying is possible without interference from the sun in the manoeuvring zone. The site is fully serviced with modern facilities, water, electricity, shade, ablutions, function rooms, offices, etc. There is also a secure 20m x 10m model aircraft hangar, for model box storage, charging, and overnight storage of model aircraft. For the adventurous, there is a swimming pool. A safe children’s play area has been created.
CLIMATE

The championship takes place towards the end of the South African winter period. The average weather conditions (historical, for last ten years) at the flying site during mid-August are as follows:

Average minimum daily temperature

7o Celsius


Average maximum daily temperature

22o Celsius


Sunrise




06:36

Sunset





17:46

Solar noon




12:11

Average sustained wind speed

2 to 4m/s. Peak at 14:00

Average wind direction


NW 24%, N13%. W 13%, SW 9%, NE 7%

Rainfall/precipitation



Zero to very little

Relative humidity



Between 21% and 66%

Days are mild and sunny, with the early mornings and evenings chilly. Sun protection is an absolute necessity, as skin damage can occur very quickly in the harsh, dry conditions.
HOW TO REACH HENLEY-ON-KLIP

Most major international airlines have OR Tambo/Johannesburg International as a destination, with direct 10 hr. overnight flights from Europe, the Far and near East, Australasia and the Americas.
The championship site is 63km from the OR Tambo/Johannesburg International Airport. 
The village of Henley-on-Klip (GPS coordinates S26 31 51  E28 03 48, population 2 500) is the home of the Oprah Winfrey Leadership Academy for Girls. The village was founded in 1905, by Advocate Horace Kent. Born in 1855 in Henley on Thames, England, Kent came to South Africa in 1898. The area where Henley-on-Klip is located, reminded Kent of his hometown, in England, Henley-on-Thames. Kent, in conjunction with the Small Farms Company (SFC), bought the land from a Mr. van der Westhuizen, for a price of 5000 Pounds, and the land was divided into smallholdings from 1 to 80 acres (320,000 m2). In 1904, the SFC decided to build the Kidson Weir on the Klip River in Henley-on-Klip. The weir was named after Fenning Kidson, the grandson of an 1820 settler. Fenning was educated in England, but returned to South Africa as a young man and became a transport rider, a contemporary of Sir Percy Fitzpatrick. Soon after the outbreak of the Anglo Boer War, news came to Kidson that a commando was on his way to his farm to arrest him. Under the noses of the Boers he escaped, riding sidesaddle, his burly frame crammed into his wife’s riding habit. He finally made his way to Natal, but returned to the Transvaal after the war, settling in Henley-on-Klip with his wife, Edith. The family home was named Tilham, which is the manor house on the river at the corner of Regatta and Shillingford Roads

VEHICLE RENTAL AND ASSOCIATED COSTS
Motor vehicle rentals are available from all major rental companies: Hertz, Avis, Dollar/Thrifty, Budget, First Car Rental, Europcar, SixT Car Rental, Tempest Car Rental, Woodford, Pace Car Rental, Comfort Car Hire, and others. Many of these companies also deal in van hire (Toyota, Mercedes, FIAT, etc.). Bobo Camper Hire specialize in hire of 4-berth and 6-berth camper vans. Driving is on the left of the median, and most roads are paved. Speed limit on highways is 110-120km/h, and 60km/h in urban areas. Current fuel price is €1.20 per litre, but this is reviewed monthly, depending on the Brent Crude Oil Price.

PRACTICE SITES

The organisers have secured at least 12 practice sites within a 70 km radius of the W/C venue, for use before and during the championship. Some sites may be for the exclusive use of teams, provided advance notice is given. All the sites are within easy driving distance and all are close to major centres, with amenities and accommodation.

Aerial view of the championship site, looking south. Photo taken at the end of May 2012. Daily improvements are effected, and photographs will be posted on the official website, and on the Facebook group of the F3A World Championship.
TENTATIVE ENTRY FEES (to be finalised after receipt of replies to this enquiry)
Competitor


€450
This fee covers participation in the World Championship, entry to the opening







ceremony and welcome party, souvenirs, and gifts.
Team manager
€300
This fee covers participation in the World Championship, access to the flight line,




entry to the opening ceremony and welcome party, souvenirs, and gifts.
Juniors



€450
This fee covers participation in the World Championship, entry to the opening







ceremony and welcome party, souvenirs, and gifts.
Helper
€90
This fee covers participation in the World Championship, access to the flight line,




entry to the opening ceremony and welcome
party, souvenirs, and gifts.
Supporter


€50
This fee covers access to the championship, parking, entry to the opening

                                                                        ceremony and welcome party, souvenirs, and gifts.
ACCOMMODATION


There are numerous hotels, guest houses, guest farms, game lodges, holiday resorts, and B+B establishments around the championship site; total beds, over 1 100. The quality varies from 4-star international, to budget 3-persons-per-room establishments, and youth hostel. Distances of the lodgings vary from 1km to 44km from the contest site. There are many fully-serviced caravan parks available for those who prefer the camping option. Rates vary from €14 per person per night self catering, up to luxury level of €97 pppn, breakfast included. Many of the establishments have practice facilities close by. The championship site will be able to accommodate camping and caravanning, and water, electricity, and ablutions will be available.

FREQUENCIES


2.4GHz is a licence-free band in South Africa. Other frequencies in the spectrum that may be used are 35MHz, and 53/54MHz, but competitors are encouraged to only use 2.4GHz, to avoid impound costs of transmitters, and to ensure an interference-free flight draw.


FOOD AND BEVERAGE


Cost-of-living in South Africa is relatively cheap, compared to other developed nations. A great variety of cuisine is available: local, international western, continental, oriental, etc. A simple meal may cost €3 and a 500ml soft drink €1. A sit-down dinner at a popular restaurant requirements for those who prefer self-catering options.

Food and beverage will be available at the championship venue, from vendors/concessions and formal catering. It is possible to have a traditional South African braai (barbeque) at the championship site, at a dedicated built-in braai facility.

JUDGES AND JURY


The nominations for judges and jury members will be presented to the CIAM Bureau for approval at the December 2012 Bureau meeting. The number of judges is entirely dependant on the number of competitors, and for this reason every FAI-affiliated NAC is encouraged to send a team to participate. For fewer than 72 competitors, only ten judges are required, and the organisers are hopeful that a full complement of 20 judges will be employed.


INSURANCE


Every competitor will enjoy third-party liability insurance, as complimentary members of the SA Model Aircraft Association. All visitors are required to have their own medical and travel insurance.


GENERAL


Electricity supply in South Africa is 230V AC, 50Hz, 15Amp single-phase. Each competitor will receive upon arrival, a local universal adaptor plug in his welcome package. The on-site hangar will have charging facilities. Glow-fuel to competitors’ specifications will be available.


Currency is the South African Rand (ZAR). At present the exchange rates are approximately



1US$
=
8ZAR



1 Euro
=
10ZAR


Visitors visas are generally not required but please enquire with the embassy in your country.

Local time: GMT +2


EVENT MANAGEMENT AND CONTACTS


John Brink (Event Director)
+27 82 379 0226   pmax@telkomsa.net    eventdirector@f3a2013.co.za

Bob Skinner


+27 11 973 3679   samaa-admin@mweb.co.za   info@f3a2013.co.za







+27 83 283 1681   fax +27 86 607 8733








PO Box 7116, Bonaero Park 1622, South Africa

Here are a few photographs of the site. Daily improvements, and new additions take place, and more  
Access gate to the Henley Aeromodelers Flying Field. 





Swimming pool and picnic area, with shade netting. Children’s play area at far side. Lapa (thatched building closed on two sides) not visible to right of picture…has built-in barbeque area.





Dedicated model aircraft hangar, 20m x 10m. Serviced with electricity, and secure overnight storage.





A view of the paved and covered pit area at flight line one, looking east. About 100m of opit area is paved and covered.





View of pilot’s position at Flight Line 1. Flat horizon, with no obstacles, and all-day flying with no interference from direct sun.





45 flag poles, just waiting for the flags to be hoisted! Will your nation’s flag be here?








